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KEY POINTS 15FEB-22FEB 2021 

 

Polar Vortex Pummels Texas 

For nearly two weeks, the United States was hit with record setting low temperatures and historic 

snowfall. Americans across the country felt the effects of the Polar Vortex.  Various states hit record 

lows and had historic snowfall and ice storms.  During this time many Americans experienced a variety 

of challenges – everything from power and water outages for days to abnormal conditions rendering 

Americans unsafe to leave their homes or travel.   

Texas was one of the places hit hardest by the Polar Vortex.  Per Texas Tribune, on 16 February, “at least 

4.5 million customers in Texas were without power” while temperatures were low. See graph for 

representation -graph published from Texastribune.org (sourced from poweroutage.us)  Those who 

were without power were reportedly without power for almost 11 days (via Hannah Ray Lambert – 

journalist, Twitter @TheHannahRay).  

 

 



American Contingency ©  
Intel Update 15 FEB-22 FEB 2021 

2 
 

Reference to Texas Tribune article: No, frozen wind turbines aren’t to blame for Texas’ power outages | 

The Texas Tribune 

 

NASA Perseverance Rover Lands on Mars 

On 18 February, the world watched as the NASA Perseverance Rover landed on Mars. Per NASA, “a 

primary objective for Perseverance’s mission on Mars is astrobiology research, including the search for 

signs of ancient microbial life.  The rover will characterize the planet’s geology and past climate and be 

the first mission to collect and cache Martian rock and regolith, paving the way for human exploration of 

the Red Planet.  Subsequent NASA mission, in cooperation with ESA (European Space Agency) will send 

spacecraft to Mars to collect these cached samples from the surface and return them to Earth for in-

depth analysis.  The Mars 2020 Perseverance mission is part of NASA’s Moon to Mars exploration 

approach, which includes Artemis missions to the Moon that will help prepare for human exploration of 

the Red Planet.” Quote from Press Release here: NASA’s Perseverance Rover Sends Sneak Peek of Mars 

Landing | NASA  additional data here:  NASA’s Mars Perseverance Rover Provides First Audio Recording 

on Mars | NASA 

 
Previous Key Points and Patterns: 
Crime is SKYROCKETING- Big cities where crime has increased significantly: Los Angeles, Oakland 
(California), Atlanta, Nashville, New York, New Orleans, Portland, Seattle, Minneapolis, Chicago, 
Philadelphia – this includes murder, and violent crimes (sources: NYT, Vox.com, PPB, LAPD, SPD, MPD, 
Law Enforcement Today). As of analysis completed in the end of December, murder is up 36.7% in 57 
agencies. See link here: https://t.co/vEhKHuFNrY?amp=1 (Source Jeff Asher, Twitter) 
Media/Big Tech is suppressing reality and pushing a narrative. Additional forms of control are coming via 
various applications as related to Coronavirus.  Misinformation seems to be at an all-time high, it is 
important to ensure to check information based on US systems, original source of information, and non-
biased sources of information as much as possible. 
Radical organizations will respond to significant legal decisions and information related to high profile 
investigations (i.e. Kyle Rittenhouse, Breonna Taylor, George Floyd and other police-involved shootings) 
Steadily Increasing violence across the nation. People/Vehicles blocking roads illegally at protests 
Criminals are taking advantage of the opportunity to commit crimes (petty and violent) 
Police involved shootings/incidents continue to drive violence when individual shot is a minority – Karon 
Hylton (moped-DC), Walter Wallace Jr. (Philadelphia), and  Kevin Peterson Jr (Vancouver) are the most 
recent police involved shootings that have been the motivation for riots.  
Police are at higher risk – police ambushes and doxing have been a trending issue in the last two months 
People who protest/disagree with BLM movement are identified as racists by BLM/Antifa.  
Conservatives will continue to be targeted by Big Tech, media, and the government 
***** 
 
SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 8FEB-15FEB 2021: 
 
15FEB:   Texas enters state of emergency due to systemwide power failures across the entire state and 
historic winter conditions. 75% of Texas is reportedly incapacitated due to the outages (Reference 
independent journalist Twitter @zerosum24 

https://twitter.com/zerosum24/status/1361349677589946374?s=20 ) 

https://www.texastribune.org/2021/02/16/texas-wind-turbines-frozen/
https://www.texastribune.org/2021/02/16/texas-wind-turbines-frozen/
https://www.nasa.gov/press-release/nasa-s-perseverance-rover-sends-sneak-peek-of-mars-landing
https://www.nasa.gov/press-release/nasa-s-perseverance-rover-sends-sneak-peek-of-mars-landing
https://www.nasa.gov/press-release/nasa-s-mars-perseverance-rover-provides-front-row-seat-to-landing-first-audio
https://www.nasa.gov/press-release/nasa-s-mars-perseverance-rover-provides-front-row-seat-to-landing-first-audio
https://t.co/vEhKHuFNrY?amp=1
https://twitter.com/zerosum24/status/1361349677589946374?s=20
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16FEB:  Per Texas Game Warden official Twitter, “Texas Game Wardens assigned to Cameron county 
rescued 141 sea turtles from the frigid waters of the Brownsville Ship Channel and surrounding bays. 
The sea turtles were transported via the PV Murchison, operated by Sgt. Game Warden Duke and B/M 
Bowers-Vest. Images below from Texas Game Warden Twitter, posted here: 

https://twitter.com/TexasGameWarden/status/1361843910453063682?s=20  

 
 
18FEB:  Per Deadline.com, “Vlad Tenev, founder of the retail stock trading app Robinhood, told [the 
House Financial Services Committee]..that “the financial system should be open to everyone”…he 
apologized profusely that a funding rule had forced the app to subsequently block share purchases – a 
temporary restriction that was the focus of the five-hour hearing…”.  Per Deadline, the founder of 
WallStreetBets stated that “the fact we are here today means that [the incident] has managed to raise 
important issues about fairness and opportunity in our financial system”.  The hearing on 18 February is 
the first of three more hearings.  Though the hearing indicated that the financial markets are not 
“broke” there is a high possibility that new regulations may be required- though it is unclear what kind 
of regulations that might be. Link to reference article here: House GameStop Hearing Delves Into 
Robinhood, Reddit And WallStreetBets – Deadline 
 
 
19FEB: Per CNN, Supreme Court denies appeal from Republicans challenging a PA Supreme Court 
decision (Thomas, Alito and Gorsuch dissenting).  See here for copy of denial of appeal: Order List 
(02/22/2021) (supremecourt.gov) Dissenting opinions: READ: Clarence Thomas' dissent in Pennsylvania 
election decision - CNNPolitics CNN Reference: Supreme Court denies election appeal from Pennsylvania 
Republicans - CNNPolitics 
 
20FEB:  Jet engine on a United Airlines flight exploded shortly after takeoff in Denver.  There were no 
injuries or deaths but the National Transportation Safety Board is conducting an investigation. Early 
findings show that the Pratt & Whitney PW 4077 engine had two fractured fan blades. Per reporting 
from Epoch Times, “one [fan blade] was fractured near the root and an adjacent blade was fractured 
about mid-span. A portion of one blade was embedded in the containment ring. The remainder of the 
blades were damaged at the times and leading edges.” The FAA Director Steve Dickenson stated, “Based 
on the initial information, we concluded that the inspection interval should be stepped up for the hollow 
fan blades that are unique to this model of engine”.  The investigation is ongoing. Reference: 
Investigators Release Early Results of Probe Into Exploding Engine on United Flight (theepochtimes.com) 
 

https://twitter.com/TexasGameWarden/status/1361843910453063682?s=20
https://deadline.com/2021/02/robinhood-congressional-hearing-vlad-tenev-reddit-wallstreet-bets-testimony-1234696421/
https://deadline.com/2021/02/robinhood-congressional-hearing-vlad-tenev-reddit-wallstreet-bets-testimony-1234696421/
https://www.supremecourt.gov/orders/courtorders/022221zor_2cp3.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/orders/courtorders/022221zor_2cp3.pdf
https://www.cnn.com/2021/02/22/politics/thomas-dissent-in-pa-election/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2021/02/22/politics/thomas-dissent-in-pa-election/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2021/02/22/politics/election-pennsylvania-republicans-supreme-court/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2021/02/22/politics/election-pennsylvania-republicans-supreme-court/index.html
https://www.theepochtimes.com/investigators-release-early-results-of-probe-into-exploding-engine-on-united-flight_3706486.html
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22FEB:  The CEO of MyPillow is being sued by Dominion.  Per reporting from the Wall Street Journal, 
Dominion is seeking defamation and more than 1.3 billion in damages. Dominion Sues MyPillow, CEO 
Mike Lindell Over Election Claims - WSJ 
 
22FEB:  Per Reuters, “US House committees to hold Feb 26 hearing on “Solar Winds” attack.” Reference: 
U.S. House committees to hold Feb 26 hearing on 'SolarWinds' hack | Reuters 
 
22FEB:  Per The Hill, “March For Our Lives…called on President Biden to dedicate 1 billion to fund 
community intervention programming to tackle urban gun violence and appoint a director of gun 
violence prevention. Biden called on Congress to pass “commonsense gun law reforms” on Feb 14 [third 
anniversary at Parkland Florida school shooting]…his plan included an end to legal immunity for gun 
manufactures, a ban on assault weapons and high capacity magazines, and an expansion of federal 
background checks.”  
March For Our Lives calls on Biden to dedicate $1B to tackle gun violence, appoint director | TheHill 

https://www.wsj.com/articles/dominion-sues-mypillow-ceo-mike-lindell-over-election-claims-11613996104
https://www.wsj.com/articles/dominion-sues-mypillow-ceo-mike-lindell-over-election-claims-11613996104
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-cyber-solarwinds-idUSKBN2AM233?taid=6033f95ac833cc0001df473e&utm_campaign=trueAnthem:+Trending+Content&utm_medium=trueAnthem&utm_source=twitter
https://thehill.com/business-a-lobbying/539895-march-for-our-lives-calls-on-biden-to-dedicate-1b-to-tackle-gun-violence

