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A fracture in the Hernando-Desoto bridge (on I40) has caused it to shut down for months of repair.  

The Hernando-Desoto bridge is heavily used by vehicle traffic in the TN-AK area. This 6-lane bridge 

gives access between Arkansas and Tennessee and estimates between 35 and 50 thousand vehicles 

per day crossing the bridge.  The shutdown caused traffic congestion especially near the Memphis 

area and the Lower Mississippi River. 

 

Until a full analysis is done it is unknown how long 

repairs might take, but is expected to be a several 

months-long effort. While river traffic passing in the 

river below has been re-opened the bridge is still 

undergoing inspection to determine if it can be 

reopened to vehicle traffic.  

 

 

 

 

This highlights how critical the transportation infrastructure 

is for supply chain logistics.  

 

The existing supply chain problems from chip shortages, 

“pandemic” restrictions, Suez Canal blockage could easily 

be compounded by a number of critical infrastructure 

problems, such as the I40 bridge. We must be vigilant to 

watch for potential disruptions around the country in 

all transportation areas: river, highway and rail.  

 

It is readily apparent from the map images that the location of this bridge happens to be at a major 

intersection of interstate highways leading north, south, east and west, and the Mississippi river 

running north-south. A disruption at locations of this type could cause serious, widespread problems 

with supply-chain logistics.   

 

https://arktimes.com/arkansas-blog/2021/05/19/the-bridge-fracture-inspection-failure-deepens
https://www.kark.com/news/local-news/arkansas-and-tennessee-governors-to-discuss-status-of-i-40-bridge-infrastructure-tuesday-afternoon/#/questions/
https://www.kark.com/news/local-news/arkansas-and-tennessee-governors-to-discuss-status-of-i-40-bridge-infrastructure-tuesday-afternoon/#/questions/
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Affects from the global chip shortage and supply chain disruptions are materializing. The April 5 

AmCon Intel Update reported a chip shortage and supply chain problems caused by the “pandemic”, 

the Suez Canal blockage by the Ever Given, and a fire at the Renesas plant near Tokyo. The combined 

issues are beginning to affect several technology industries, in particular the auto industry. 

 

Several plants are beginning plant shutdowns, resulting in temporary and permanent layoffs, and 

inventory shortages at dealers. The shift to work-at-home has increased demand for computers, cell 

phones and other devices, worsening the supply problems. The current secretary of commerce has 

recently stated that the auto industry will get no special treatment (i.e. no “bail-out”).  That policy 

stance comes at the same time that the Biden administration has begun to endorse electric vehicles, and 

“Green New Deal” oriented policies. 

 

Some industry experts expect the shortage to continue for several months, possibly into 2022 or 2023, 

before the supply chain and manufacturing recover. The auto industry is beginning to experience lot 

inventory problems. Expect the impact to the supply of auto and 

technology products including computer and internet related items to 

affect price and availability for several months.  It may be time to 

make decisions regarding whether to repair or replace existing 

computers, cars and cell phones. 

 

Seventeen Republican attorney generals to include; Alabama, Arizona, 

Arkansas, Georgia, Indiana, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, 

Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, Ohio, Oklahoma, Tennessee, Texas and 

West Virginia  have filed an amicus brief in support of a lawsuit 

brought by South Dakota Gov. Kristi Noem against the Biden 

administration over its decision to deny a request to hold a fireworks exhibit at Mount Rushmore 

National Memorial in July to celebrate Independence Day.  

 

 In a court document filed on Friday, they called the Biden administration’s decision to abrogate the 

fireworks exhibit “arbitrary and capricious.” Noem is suing the administration over the decision, 

calling Mount Rushmore “the very best place to celebrate America’s birthday and all that makes our 

country special.”  

 

Given the historical importance of the Fourth of July holiday and the special role of Mount Rushmore 

as a national monument, amici States have an interest in optically discerning the fireworks exhibit take 

place again this year. They argued that there is a vigorous public interest in holding a Fourth of July 

fireworks exhibit at Mount Rushmore while the Department of Interior’s scientifically unsupported 

rationale and reluctance to sanction a fireworks exhibit is arbitrary and capricious. They also pointed 

out that last year’s celebration at Mount Rushmore was held when the pandemic was at its peak and 

before vaccines were developed.  More than seven thousand visitors attended the July 4th celebration 

at Mt. Rushmore, and contact tracing has failed to identify even one case of COVID-19 tied to the  

event, they wrote.  In addition to pandemic health concerns, the National Park Service additionally 

cited opposition from local tribes as factors in rejecting South Dakota’s bid to display fireworks. Noam 

https://www.siliconrepublic.com/machines/chip-shortage-supply-chains-autotech
https://asiatimes.com/2021/05/chip-shortage-slams-hyundai-kia-factory-lines/
https://www.carscoops.com/2021/05/toyota-forced-to-pause-production-at-two-japanese-factories-over-chip-shortage/
https://www.businessinsider.com/chip-shortage-ford-f150-temporarily-shut-8-factories-production-2021-5
https://www.ntd.com/illinois-jeep-cherokee-factory-to-cut-over-1600-jobs-amid-global-chip-shortage_614758.html
https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/hres109/BILLS-116hres109ih.pdf
https://www.nationalheraldindia.com/india/global-chip-shortage-to-hit-production-of-computers-phones-vehicles-and-appliances
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/20694808-noem-v-haaland-et-al-complaint
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sued the Department of Interior last month (Noem v Haaland) after the Park Service denied the state’s 

application for the event, citing safety concerns and objections from local Native American tribes.  

Noem opposed the Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe request to join the lawsuit, arguing that the tribe 

doesn’t have standing in what is a “state-federal dispute.” Her lawyers argue that the fireworks display 

wouldn’t hinder the tribe’s religious or free speech rights.  Chief Judge Roberto indicated that he’ll 

decide by June 2 whether to issue a preliminary injunction to force the Park Service to allow the 

fireworks this summer.  

On May 20 2021, Iowa Governor Kim Reynolds signed a stringent bill banning mask mandates. It bans 

local governments from requiring masks or other face coverings that conflict with state policies. The 

bill bans public or private schools from requiring masks.  It does not ban mask mandates on public 

property. The bill is effective immediately 

The mask ban legislation is part of HF 847, an education bill, and has been called one of the toughest 

anti-mask bills passed by a state so far.  As expected, this bill was divided by party and was favored by 

republicans while opposed by democrats. Other states have implemented executive orders or bills with 

some degree of bans on mask mandates including Florida, Texas, Utah and North Dakota. 

Other states have gone further than anti-mask bills, for example, Ohio passed SB22 which limits 

emergency health orders and gives the general assembly power to rescind orders from the health 

department, while other states have made similar moves. 

Cyber-Security Tip: Protect your cell phone from hacks and cloning with a SIM card PIN lock. Go 

into your cell phone settings and add a PIN code to the SIM card. On Android phones it should be 

under one of the “Security” items. Once you have the PIN code assigned for the SIM card, after power 

up you will have to enter that PIN to unlock the SIM before the phone will continue to the normal lock 

screen. Don’t forget the PIN you can be locked out after only 3 entries, then go through your carrier to 

unlock the SIM card.  These links have information on SIM card pins and hacks: Here, Here and Here. 

There are dozens of articles describing problems with SIM card security and some ways to protect 

them Here  SIM Card Swap / SIM card hack  This was used by hackers to take over Jack Dorsey’s 

phone and twitter account. Because the “swap” involves getting the cell phone carrier to issue a new 

SIM card, this type of hack is detectable – because your phone will stop working with phone and text 

messages – but by the time you figure this out the hacker could have control of your other accounts 

(bank, social media, email) physical access a SIM card can even be cloned 

 

Members are encouraged to assess “chip” needs over the next two weeks and ensure adequate 

supplies to weather the outage. Have you been thinking of buying a replacement car or phone? Now 

might be the time  

 

The one year anniversary of the George Floyd incident is 25 May 2021. Based on the multitude of 

protests and riots following George Floyd's death, be aware that the one year anniversary may spark 

further protests and unrest. 

 

Keep reporting Situational Awareness  through your local AmCon Community Team liaison or send 

info HERE. 

https://townhall.com/tipsheet/scottmorefield/2021/05/21/the-mask-cult-shrieks-in-agony-as-iowa-passes-the-strongest-antimask-law-on-the-books-n2589814
https://www.cnn.com/2021/05/20/politics/iowa-bans-mask-mandate-schools/index.html
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=hf847
https://ohiohouse.gov/legislation/134/sb22
https://www.digitalcitizen.life/what-is-sim-pin/
https://www.makeuseof.com/tag/ways-sim-card-hacked/
https://thehackernews.com/2019/09/simjacker-mobile-hacking.html
https://duckduckgo.com/?t=ffsb&q=sim+card+hack&ia=web
https://www.tech2hack.com/how-to-clone-sim-card-easily/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe8l1-iH0TyvFaHLepKTGgm0sy88zFXWnuJDy0ckEGncn_10w/viewform
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