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Northwest Region 
(Alaska, Idaho, Montana, Nebraska, Oregon, Washington) 

Oregon law to protect homeless from fines or 

punishment for camping on public lands. 

The Oregon Senate passed a bill that would allow 

tents to be pitched on public land without the 

threat of being criminally punished. It awaits 

Gov. Kate Brown’s signature. 

House Bill 3115 mandates that cities codify 

ordinances that protect people from fines and 

fees for camping on public lands, if the local 

government isn’t providing any other viable 
alternatives. Cities have two years to codify those 

reworked ordinances. 

Oregon will see a dramatic increase of tent cities and homeless camps on public lands across the state. 

Oregon homeless statistics show, that the state had approximately 14,655 homeless individuals, 
between 2019 and 2020. The Covid pandemic has likely caused a sharp increase in homeless numbers, 
but largely due to health and safety concerns, the numbers were not gathered over last year. With 

Oregon’s moratorium on rental evictions and home foreclosures set to end June 30th, many will find 

themselves out on the streets and in the parks. House Bill 3115 mandates, “Any city or county law that 

regulates the acts of sitting, lying, sleeping or keeping warm and dry outdoors on public property, that 
is open to the public, must be objectively reasonable as to time, place and manner with regards to 

persons experiencing homelessness.” 

While House Bill 3115 will prevent authorities from citing or criminalizing camping on public lands, it 

does not stop authorities from conducting “sweeps” and having homeless dispersed or displaced for 
reasons of sanitation and health. Portland uses this strategy currently as it is not punishing the 

homeless, but rather protecting the health and safety of the public. 

From Situational awareness team, we would like to thank every member of American Contingency. We look forward to continuing to serve everyone in 

this amazing community. If you would like to see more about your area or want to become more involved, please e-mail ACwiregrass@protonmail.com
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https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Downloads/MeasureDocument/HB3115


Expect to see a significant increase in homelessness and crime.  Effects often interlinked with an 
increased unsheltered homeless population include heightened drug and alcohol abuse in the 

community, an increase in crime and the spread of communicable diseases. 

For those who have found themselves homeless or are in jeopardy of becoming homeless soon, it is 
important to understand resources available to you from programs.  Understanding the resources 

available and reaching out for help can decrease your rebound time and help those struggling to get 

back on their feet. 

 Current Northwest Fire Activity (Large Fires over 1000 acres) 

Joseph Canyon wildfire: Wallowa County Oregon 

Type: WF - Wildfire 

Area Acres Burned: 7,610 

Percent Contained: 95% 

Discovered: 6/4/2021, 10:20 AM 

Current as of 6/11/2021, 6:01 PM 

Dry Creek wildfire: Wallowa County 

Oregon 

Type: WF - Wildfire 

Area Acres Burned: 1,564 

Percent Contained: 80% 

Link to Fire Status 

Fire mapping and information resources 

Highway closure alerts 

Oregon: ORE224, 8 miles East of Estacada MP 31 – 50 Closure due to 2020 wildfire damage. 

OR-224 is closed from Promontory Park to Ripplebrook Rd at mile post 31. FS Road 46 is closed as 

well. Use alternate route. 

Like what you see here?  Share with friends and family, via: https://www.americancontingency.com/intel/weekly-intel/
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https://www.hud.gov/states/oregon/homeless
https://gacc.nifc.gov/nwcc/information/fire_info#OR-VAD-000347
https://gacc.nifc.gov/nwcc/information/firemap.aspx
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/
https://fsapps.nwcg.gov/


Southeast Region 
Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia 

Florida- 

1st district Court of Appeals reversed a trial court decision, thereby ruling government mask mandates 

are unconstitutional.  

Governor DeSantis has already prohibited mask mandates, while this case was already working 

through the court system, there probably will be no significant outcomes from this case, except that it 
could prevent challenges to DeSantis' prohibition.  The Appeal court used citizen privacy rights 

decisions where "...the Florida Supreme Court has construed this fundamental right to be so broad as to 

include the complete freedom of a person to control his own body. Under this construction, a person 

reasonably can expect not to be forced by the government to put something on his or her own face 

against their will." 

The next "pandemic" may trigger (pun intended) activist challenges to anti-mask rules, but this court 

decision will likely stop them from proceeding very far. Another small win for freedom to choose and 

block the use of mask mandates as a political tool for conditioning the masses to simply obey "rules" 

even when they are personally invasive and have no basis in actual scientific facts. 

South Carolina-  

Death Penalty Laws upheld  and Sex Offender Law changes 

The South Carolina Supreme Court unanimously ruled Wednesday the state’s lifetime sex offender 
registration requirement is unconstitutional. It issued an order demanding the General Assembly 

amend its Megan’s Law by June 2022 to provide offenders who demonstrate a low risk of reoffending 
an opportunity to petition a judge to have their names purged. 

Megan’s Law is named for New Jersey 7-year-old Megan Kanka, who was sexually assaulted and 
murdered by a neighbor in 1994. 

Other states with similar laws have also adopted changes to those. 

Death Penalty in South Carolina is still performed via the 109-year-old electric chair, despite motions 
filed requesting other execution methods.  

South Region 
Texas, Oklahoma, Kansas, Louisiana, Arkansas, Missouri, Mississippi 

Texas 
End of Federal COVID-19 Benefits - In keeping with 100 % opening the state after months of 
COVID-19 restrictions, Texas Workforce Commission (TWC) will end benefits provided thru Federal 
Pandemic Employment benefits. During the past year of COVID-19 restrictions and citing “fear” of 
not seeking employment, job seekers could receive an additional $300 per week thru Federal funding. 

"Preparedness is the key to success and victory"  Douglas MacArthur
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https://law.justia.com/cases/florida/first-district-court-of-appeal/2021/20-1661.html
https://magainstitute.com/boom-florida-court-rules-mask-mandates-unconstitutional/
https://townhall.com/tipsheet/scottmorefield/2021/06/12/huge-legal-win-florida-appeals-court-just-dealt-a-devastating-blow-to-forced-masking-n2590893
https://www.courthousenews.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/28033.pdf
https://www.courthousenews.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/28033.pdf
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/politics/south-carolinas-sex-offender-law-nixed-death-penalty-revisions-upheld


To become a better class of citizen, never stop learning, training, or becoming involved within your community.
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However, effective June 26, 2021, this will be no longer be an option and job seekers must follow 

previous requirements to show proof of actively seeking employment to receive the reaming state 

benefits.  

 In the June 8th news release by the TWC they stated “The decline in COVID cases in Texas, 

widespread availability of vaccines, and greater availability of services such as child care renders such 

guidance out of date…”. Currently, Texas unemployment lags behind the National average even 

though current job openings in Texas reach over 800,000. In order to complete the 100 percent opening 

of the state Governor Greg Abbot remarked “the focus must be on helping unemployed Texans connect 

with the more than a million job openings, rather than paying unemployment benefits to remain off the 

employment rolls.” 

Texas to Continue the Border Wall  

In the continuing effort to slow and stop illegal border crossings Governor Abbott made a major 

announcement.  On June 8th during a summit in Del Rio, TX, Governor Abbot stated Texas will move 

forward to complete the remaining border wall between Texas and Mexico. In addition he announced 

the formation of the Governor's Task Force on Border and Homeland Security. 

This task force will consist of several state agencies working with county and city officials, who will 

meet to develop plans to secure the border and safety of Texans, and those crossing illegally. During 

his address, Governor Abbot stated “While securing the border is the federal government’s 

responsibility, Texas will not sit idly by as this crisis grows. The state is working collaboratively with 

communities impacted by the crisis, to arrest and detain individuals coming into Texas illegally…”. 

Although no further information in the planning or costs of continuing the border were given at the 

time, the Governor stated “I will announce next week the plan for The State of Texas, to begin building 

the border wall, in the state of Texas.” 

In a cooperative effort to work with other states, a compact between Texas and Arizona (Governor 

Doug Ducey) was released on June 10th. In the compact the two governors are asking other states to 

join efforts, during this Emergency Management Assistance Compact. As part of the this effort, state 

law enforcement while working with local law, will be granted jurisdiction to make arrests and enforce 

laws. “With your help, we can apprehend more of these perpetrators of state and federal crimes, before 

they can cause problems in your state,” the governors wrote. 

Keep reporting Situational Awareness  through your local AmCon Community Team liaison or send 

info HERE.   AmCon wants to Inform, Equip, & Train you. 

https://www.twc.texas.gov/news/twc-ends-covid-19-related-work-refusal-guidance%20and%20https:/thetexan.news/texas-reinstates-full-work-search-requirement-to-obtain-unemployment-benefits-as-businesses-struggle-to-rehire-employees/
https://www.kens5.com/article/news/local/texas/watch-gov-abbott-hosts-border-security-summit-in-del-rio/273-4c8da276-e36e-4a16-8f47-aa28e40fcf7d
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/jun/11/texas-border-wall-greg-abbott
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe8l1-iH0TyvFaHLepKTGgm0sy88zFXWnuJDy0ckEGncn_10w/viewform
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